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1) Is it safe to replace a blown fuse with tin foil and then put it back into the plug?

This is a big NO and there is a very good chance it will cause an electric shock and a fire. 
If you see this replace the fuse immediately with a a new rated fuse for the plug. 

2) The NTA stickers and cardboard cut outs have not been removed from the plugs!!

Opening a plug is very easy. But sometimes NTA stickers or cardboard cutouts (can be considered a fire hazard) 
have not been removed, this will mean the plugs have never been opened at any point. If in future when your PAT 
Testing has been completed in your establishment, take a trip to the office kitchen and check your toasters or 
kettles for this sticker. You might be surprised what you might find.

3) Price Vs Quality

Price = Businesses love lower prices, what they don't realise is that many electrical companies will cut corners. 
The Businesses will never question the PAT Tester until an accident happens. Cheap PAT Testing doesn’t mean 
the job has been carried out properly.

Quality = There are those electrical companies who will provide a high quality PAT Testing service with a proven 
track record of keeping many happy customers by how efficient they carry out PAT testing on your appliances.

What would your choice be?

4) What is the initial frequency of PAT Testing equipment?

Before any new appliance i.e. (Kitchen appliances, office appliances, industrial tools etc) are first sold to the 
public, the appliances are rigorously inspected to make sure there are no electrical faults and are safe to use for 
the first 12 months. Subsequently the electrical appliances after 12 months will need a PAT Test to check they are 
still safe to use. The general rule of thumb in past years for In-service inspection & testing or more commonly 
known as PAT testing or Portable Appliance Testing had to be carried out on a yearly basis.

However this is not the case as stated in the new Code of practice for In-service inspection and testing for 
electrical equipment 4th edition.The new rule which has now been enforced, is to test each item on a risk based 
approach.

5) What is PAT Testing?

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) is known as in-service inspection and testing, which is mentioned in the 
Code of practice 4th edition this is carried out on a regular basis to ensure that each appliance is safe to 
use on a continuous basis.


